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FARNMING BY CONTRACT.

Farming in Central Kan-
af

A New rm of
nos Flelds Four Thoeusnnd

Arres Waorked on Contraet.,
[Eettor trom Abilene to the Chiengo Tribune. |
The readers of the Trailmne will doubt-
less be surprised at the statement that
there is a place in the United States
where farming is done on the same plan
as here in Dickinson County, Kan., and

where, except in_ Californis, it is done
on 50 large a scale, The peculiarity of
the conntry consists in what is called

the “ contract system*—that is. where
the owner of the land hires all his work
done by the sore, the maa who does the
work furnishing his own teams and im-

lements. The plan was first tried by

r. F. C. Henry in 1873, when he had
500 aores of prairie broke and pat in
fall wheat. [t was reapad in 1874,
yielding nineteen bushels pernere.  The
same land, with 700 avres more, was
sown in the fall of ‘74, muking the great
1,200-acre fenveless wheat-field that was
so much written and talked about at
that time, being, [ believe, the largest
field of wheat raised anywhere east of
the Rocky Mountains up to that time.
This year Mr. H. has in about 4,000
acres, all of which was done on the same

plan.  Many others have gone to work
on the same system, farming to wheat
from H00 Lo 5,000 acres this vear. The
wheat is just beginning o ripen, and if

harvested safely will be muoah the lest

yield and wuch the largest acreage ever
harvested in this county. And the
amount of grmmd now being prepared
for fall seeding indicates tllul:l !Ijln- arre-
age next vear will far exeeed this.
Many of the readers of the fribune
would like 1o know the profits of this
method of farming. 1 will give it as

nearly as | ean.  We will take the bare
prainie to start with. It costs 8250 an
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farming is
Herd law.
fenced here. The man who owns
is responsible for his stock, and part
his responsibility is to keep it off
neighbor's crops. This is a gresat ad-
vantage to a new country. All the
mouey and time that would otherwise
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tivation. costs for herding but
a tithe of what fencing would cost. In
fact, all the stock in this county is mot
worth what it would take to fence the
erops that ure now :
attempt at a fence. Mr. Heary has 3,000
acres of wheat in one body adjoining
Abilene. It wonld eost him many
thousands of dollars to fence it. It costs
each man who has a cow but twenty-five
cents o have her herded on the prairie
and kept off every body’s crops. At
night the stock must be correlled or tied.
his is but a brief hnmst.wluloi:
A growing, ular, and new system
n;r::uhufnllx;sdnﬂry in this country,
and one that [ am sare merits the atten-
tion of all those who meditate removing
to & country where land is plenty, g
and cheap, but where money, in the na-
ture of the case, is yet scarce, but where
it may be made very fast with proper
industry and avernge intelligence.
it not E that this system, with its mo-
tual sdvan and large profits, will
rove o be the germ of a new social and
| industrial philosophy among the farm-
ers of these great plains, which, i
Iui being the barren regions they have
| hmf been supposed to be, are proving
to be the most fertile and profitable
| farming lands in the cotntry, and which
in & few will change the home of
| the buffalo, antelope, and Indian into

acre to get it plowed the first time: say | the abodes of the most happy, prosper-
£1.25 for seed, and 21 for harrowing 'ons, and independent people in the
three times, which wonld wrke #4.75 | world?  The conditions are all here for

':m‘ sere. An aversge en p is eightesn
ushels. It will cost about 84 to luuvest,
thresh and market it, or say ) per acre
for all the expense connected with the
crop—leaving & net profit of #9 peracre,
with vighteen bushels per acre, and the
price #1 per bushel.  And your real in-
vestment is only the expense of patting
in, or #4.75 per acre. The Iur\'leaing,
threshing and marketing ean be paud
out of the crop itself. 1 isﬂ'ﬂ.l}llﬂ}'
a goud sl:uw#ng for land that can be
bought at 84 to £10 per aere, and the
yield in this country s oftener over
eighteen bushels than under.
ut the contraet system has other ad-
vantages—publie or social advantages |
may eall thee. It is pot only a very
rofitable and easy way of farming
rln:u bodies of land with comparatively
small capital, thus paying the large
landbolder handsomely, but it is a great
benefit to the smaller land owners and
poorer farmers. It gives them & chanee
to do some cash work. Cash is the thiﬂ;
they need, and in this country, in ad-
dl.i.k!m 1o getting in their own small erops,
they can take contracts from the con-
tract farmers, and thus there is mutual
advantage. A great many people—in
fact aumjuritg——mm to West very
poor. They bave no money, and t
they raise a crop they have a hard life.
Now, with & few of the l::Fr contract
farmers in u neighborhood, it is very
different. The new comers can ** get 8

b** at once. In May or June prairie
is to e broken and corn planted and
ctiltivated ; then comes harvest, thres
ing. hanling, plowing for Ml wheat,
drilling, harrowing, ete., all of which is
cash work, and & Godsend o hundreds
of the poorer class of emigrants.

When we consider the guality of the
land in Central Kansas, the price and
terms on which it can be bought, the
expense at which it can be worked, 1
question whether there is another place
, in the eountry which offers the same in-

ducements to either rich or mph
who think of changing their m. A
soction of good land can be bought on
eloven yoars® time if desired at from $4
to $10 per acre, according to distance
from road. For 83,000 the whole
soction can bo bl?.hu and seeded ;-ﬁ
wheat, 1f the crop is an average, it wi

more than ]ndy;'t(or both the labor and
the lund the year. In many cases
this has lwcn dome. A man having, say,

b [ When

just that state of things, snd, inspite of
drought and grasshoppers, which are
| fnst losing their terrors, that state of
| things is fast bemmi:ﬁ a reality.

There are many thi

ticle, but it is already too long. How-
ever, if any reader of the Tribune wants
specinl explanations, and will address
hI;:Limnim by letter to Mr. F. C. Hen-
ry, be will give full information in reply
to such inquiries.

A farmer named Johnson, living near
Clinton, Wis., the other Sunday morn-
ing, when preparing to leave for church
| with his family, noticed a rough-looking
customer l_rine under some currant-
bush Mr. Joh from
the fellow's camion thuhwuhrp:;:
dangerous than the ordinary tramp,

ve instruetions to his son Calvin, who
ﬁ.lﬂycmnld.wmm&mm pull
down the curtains, and watch for de-
velopments. After the family had
a short time, Johnson heard a
nuise in bis bedroom, and, inside
the room, waited at the foot of bed,

into the room th
the window, told him to go away, or

burglar to and
- grllginn&hnld

rmler thro
et

i o

was done,
for mercy, and Calvin fied him to the
bedstead with ropes. He was taken to
town, sod Dr. James extracted the

ngs that stand
closely related to the subject of this ar-

EOB® tures)— -lm! ! what is that?

with revalver in hand, and, when the
il | thief was elimb

would blow oat his brains, but the dar- work

Gulde to Comversation.
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walk round it?

T. Y. L.—With pleasure. Wait till T
call pa.

T.Y. M- P

any, then.
%. Y. M.—No, but (with intention) I
am satisfied to know that an object is
charming without caring positively to
kuuwiuhmﬂ_‘;. ‘
T. Y. L—Take care, you are tramp-
ing the !
A 4 E.—Twmtﬂkdp&wﬁu
within me [ feel—
T. Y. L—What? Are you not well?
T. Y. M.—Ah, if I dared to tell you
the nature of my complaint—!
T. Y. L.—If you cannot tell it to me,
you can tell ma. Ma!
T. Y. M.—No, no; never mind call-
ing her. I am better. I am quite well.
. Y. L.—But that is my handkerchief
ﬁuh\'e. I have been looking for it all

’{'. Y. M.— it is yours. In
fact, I dared w0 e the liberty of —

T. Y. L.—Why did you not say that
you had lrnnuau your ownf My
brother would have lent you one,

T. Y. M., aside—Adorable naivete!
Il —WITH A FUTURE FATHER-IN-LAW.

The future Father-in-Law—Well, my

y friend, you do not sccompany the others
ard-saloon

to the billi ?

The Future Son-in-Law-—God forbid!

T. F. F.—I see with pleasure that such

laces of amnsement have no charms

T Vorl.

T. F. S.—Bah! What attractions can
they possess for a young man of high
principles?

T. F. F.—%ull, once and a while.

T. F. 8.—No, no; it is never right to
palter with one's principles, Loss of
time, loss of money, loss of
-—]-suuh. alas! are the fluiv—-thedluuﬁt-
bly fatal—consequences of indulgence
lnymch n habit!

T.F. F.—Then you will remain and
water the g n with me?

T. F. S.—Why shonld I not?

—You will not find much
amusement in it,

T. F. 5.—Un the contrary it is a most

health-gi and fascinating occups-
tion. ho you I shall become
convinced that labor can forti

man and ennoble and enlurge his

T.F. F.—That is very true. I see
that we shall get along very nicely.
Since you are fond of rural vccupations,

nﬁeruuhm'zt:::gud the ﬂuwma:a
we  pic caterpi off
Tose bushes? it

T. F. 8.—The very thing I was about
to propose! Pick caterpillars in the
company of an amiable and wise man—

I know of S0 ¢ 1
T.F. F—( }—What s noble fel-
low! Hecan not fail to make Maria

You

his
ouu:y)—A Rembrandt, by ll{‘{:

Artist—No; a little piece of my own.
Y.—(ilhym.’ No,no; s not ;

—TIndved, I assure you it is my own

Y—It eannotbe. I beg your
don, but l-IlIyllm n:;t.hn. m‘.";
magnificent!  Why, momert [
ginnced at it [ said to m s “ That's
a Rembrandt—Rem| at his best.”

|

Its waters are a besuti .
and it may be called the purest waler in
G por cout. of tmpurtion, o as Nk
4 cent. of im & is so light
an,:l"m}bileu to be easily mﬁm
foam, or calmed to » mirror-like eur-
fuce. Inthe morning it is like s

=

looki Jass, wi
m‘"&ﬁn it with surprising socouracy.
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